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SEEING THE BIG PTORE

New CEC ®¥¥ste Rills It All Together & You
By Bobbi Chase, Co-Executive &ator

In the many years that CEC has been working withvork.) The site will let you see all of the top environ-
local groups to fight toxic facilities in communities mental threats in your neighborhood at once, using new
across Newrork, we have found that most people do interactive mapping technolagyou can pick the kinds
not have a clear picture of the cumulative environ-  of sites in which you are interested, and build your own
mental threats they live with every d&is isnt custom map. For the first time, concerned people
surprising. It takes a lot of digging through different across Newrork will have this information at their
divisions within the NYS Departments of Environ-  fingertips, rather than having to sift through myriad
mental Conservation (DEC) and Health (DOH), as files, and make dozens of calls to overworked,
well as the federal Environmental Protec#aency underfunded agency staff.

Because we frequently do this, we know where to For example, zoom in to your communand you
look. Most people who are just becoming aware of awill see:
specific threat do not. CEC is changing all that. 3 Polluted sites, like Superfund toxic dumps,

We are proud to announce the launch ofanew  brownfields, oil spills;
website www.ecoTHREANY.org. (Toxic Hazards 3 Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (see
Released into the Environment Are Threatening New Industrial Farms Theaten Rural Life and Enwn-
menton page 6);
3 Contaminated waterbodies, including those used by
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CEC Mission Statement

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition is a
statewide grassroots environmental organizatiof
working to eliminate pollution in NeXork Sate
through our Community Assistance Program,
Publication Clearinghouse and statewide Advo-
cacy Campaigns. Our mission is to:

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition
33 CentralAve.,Albany, NY 12210, (518) 462-5527
Fax: (518) 465-8349, E-maitectoxic@igc.ay

Western NewYork Office: v  Create safe, healthy communities, schools
543 Franklin St., Suite 2, Buffalo, NY 14202 and workplaces through pollution prevention;
(716) 885-6848, Fax: (716) 885-6845 v Empowereducate and assist people
E-mail: cecwny@buffnet.net concerned about environmental problems;

v Strengthen the connection from the

Central New York Field Office: grassroots to the statehouse and build effectiv

4507 Kings Corners Road, Seneca Falls, NY 13148

A\Y %

. X coalitions;
Ph/Fax: (315) 549-7083, E-matlecgay @igc.og v Promote democratic, grassroots advocac)
Board of Directors: to restore Nework’s environment; and
Valerie GardnerEsg., Co-Chair v Promote corporate accountability and
Tom Ellis, Co-Chair non-violent social justice values.
Linda Ochs, Secretary
Jack Ossonflreasurer Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
Rev LynneWest, Division 1 committed citizens can change the world;
Francis Amendola, Esg. indeed, its the only thing that ever has.

John Chilcott
Ellen Connett
Joann Hale \\ J
Melissa Jacobs
Suzanne Mattei, Esq.
Kelly Travers-Main

- Margaret Mead -

Mike Watier
Christine Shahiiwood CEC Van
CEC Staff Wish ‘Couch
Co-Executive Director/Editor — Kathleen Curtis ) Mini Fridge
Co-Executive Director/Program Associate — List Vacuum Cleaner
Roberta Chase Recycled Copy Paper
WNY Director— Michael Schade Biodegradable Cleaning Supplies

Albany Office Manager/Layout/Assistant Editor —
Jennifer Barnes
Program Associate — Gary Catt
WNY Office Mgr./ProgramAssoc. — Jaimie Radesi
WNY Outreach Director — Rachel Switala V I t N d d
Field Managers — Michael Purcell, Scott Steele O u n e a e e e
Community Outreach Reps —

Want to help the environment?
Derek Coupe, Amy Doern, Jonathan Gould, Have?reeotin?eponec?ur hgn \ !ee (\
Joe Novak, Jenniféiarren, Robert Zajkowski y s?
would love your helpFromphone \ ‘:{l

Environmental Associates — ) L

Kelly Bergstrand, Jason Brady reception tomaintaining our
Volunteers - Melissa Bzdaktephanié/oight databaseordesigning publications
CEC welcomes volunteers of all
This issue went to press on October 30th, 2002 interests. Please contact Jen in

( Next Newsletter Deadline: December 15, 20(} Albany at (518) 462-5527 or
Please send us your news & cartoons! Jaimie in Buffalo at (716) 885-6848.




CEC Activities

The Dxic Bus dur and oxic Qilt involvement in DOH health studies.

CEC has been busy working this COIN meets on a monthly basis at CRNY
summer with other grassroots activist office. To get involved call: (716) 885-684A4ll are
the Coalition of Impacted Neighborho invited.

(COIN). COIN is a regional coalition of concerned _ _
citizens and grassroots environmental organizations Help Make a Statde/“Toxic Qilt”

from the WNY area that have been working together In Western Newrork, CEC has been working
for the past year to clean up toxic pollution. within the Coalition of Impacted Neighborhoods
On October $COIN organized the"2annual (COIN) to create a “toxic quilt” of WNY area environ-

“Charms and Challenges of WNY” toxic bus tour of mental groups. CEC and COIN would like to expand
area toxic sites to educate people about the threats this quilt to include aganizations throughout NWe
these sites pose to local communities and press for timeed your help to do this!

refinancing of the bankrupt Superfund prograim. We will use this quilt to show the strength and
announce the tou€OIN oganized a press conference unity of groups across the state working for envi-
in Lewiston in September outside the gates of the ronmental justice and a clean environment.
ChemicaWaste Management landfill, to support the Groups should submit quilt patches that
communitys eforts in opposing the expansion of this represent their organizations and local
landfill. Atthe press conference, concerned citizens environmental health problems. Throughout
from theToxic Waste/Lupus Coalition, Cheektowaga the yearwe will bring this quilt to public

Citizens Coalition, Residents for Responsible Governevents around the state. Submit a 2ft.by 2ft. square
ment, CEC, Residents Organized for Lewiston/Porter patch for the quilt to: Citizens’ Environmental Coali-
Environment spoke and unveiled a toxic quilt — made tion, 543 Franklin §, Suite 2, Buialo, NewYork

up of patches from grassroots environmental organiza4202-1.09.

tions.We received extensive media coverage from

both events. Groundwater Education Project

In addition, the coalition has also been holding CEC is excited to continue our student groundwater
regular meetings with the Nevork Sate Department  education project for the 2002-2003 school yér
of Health to talk about our concerns with public will be traveling to schools in Erie and Orleans

County to raise childres’awareness about groundwa-
ter pollution. During the 2001-2002 school year we
were successful in teaching
over 3,000 children and
through this yeas program
we hope to reach many more
about groundwater as a precious resource.

Superfund Hauntings
CEC staff and volunteers showed up at numerous

political fundraisers this summer to protest the bank-

rupt State Superfund. Saratoga Raceway was the

August place to be as CEC volunteers leafletted

attendees and waved hello to the Governor while he

participated in a Republican Party Luncheon. Many
Toxic Tour Buffalo: Gregory Brown, fronToxic thanks to Jen and Heather for taking time out from their
Waste/Lupus Collection, speaks across the street frorbusy summerSpecial thanks to J&arren for putting
Superfund site at 858 East Ferry Street, Buffalo, 10/02ll those miles on her car
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Protesters also did some “fundraising” of their ~ cleanup from the DOE three years ago.
own. CEC, in coalition with Kids Against Pollution, Agency forToxic Substance and
setup a Lemonade Stand on the lawn of the State  Disease Registry (’SDR) spent a wee
Capitol, to highlight the failure of the Governorand in September in the Albany area exam
Legislature to replenish the ailing program. “Isn’tit  ing the NL files belonging to Citizens’ v
ironic that we need to hold lemonade sales justto  Environmental Coalition (CEC), De-
bring attention to this important issue?” said Shadia partment of Environmental Conserva-
Wood, youth leader of Kidsgainst Pollution. “V¢'ve  tion (DEC), Department of Health
already held a bake sale and nowé'lemonade (DOH), Department of Labor (DOL), Albany County
stand. | wonder what we’ll have to do next to bring DOH andACE. On September] former CEC direc-
attention to the fact that we need a strong Superfund tor Anne Rabe and CEC Co-Chaom Ellis met with
program that protects childreriealth.” Newrork theATSDR to discuss a long-desired health survey of
State Superfund, the program responsible for cleaninghe neighborhood surrounding NL Industries, on the
up toxic waste dumps, has been bankrupt since Marci\lbany/Colonie border at1tBO CentraRvenue.
31, 2001, leaving 800 sites in need of cleanup and arATSDR staf said it would be much easier to calculate
unknown number still to be investigated. é\tant the possible radiation doses received bysNieigh-
base cleanups on future land use. What happens  bors if they could locate the air emission data. DEC,
twenty years from now when the property changes who should have it, were unable to locate the data. It

hands?” said Jennifer Barnes of CEC. “Kids are may have been lost or discarded over the years,
especially vulnerable to toxic exposure, because theiperhaps when DEC relocated their Region 4 offices.
immune systems are not yet fully developed.” On September 12, ACE staff met to discuss the status
of the NL site cleanup. During 2002, ACE excavated
Former Nationaldad (NL) Industries the former Patroon Lake, located on adjacent Colonie

NL used uranium to manufacture armor piercing town propertywhich NLused as a dumping ground for
anti tank shells, airplane counterweights, and nuclearradioactive and toxic wastes. Some 70,000 tons of
reactor fuel rods from 1958 to the early8@hen it waste have been taken by rail to licensed disposal
was shut down due to high emissions. The Departmerigcilities in Utah and Idaho. ACE should be finished
of Energy (DOE) acquired the site as part of FUSRAFcleaning up the site by June 2004.

(Formerly Used Sites Remedial Action Plan), andthe A major concern that has arisen recently among

US Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) took over the ~ heighbors is that the community has never been tested
for lead contamination. In the 1980DOE cleansed of

radiation 53 mostly residential properties near the NL
site. Howeverthese properties and others nearby may
still contain dangerous amounts of lead in the topsaoill
due to NL operations. CEC will continue to work with
ATSDR,ACE, local residents, adssemblymember
Robert Prentiss to investigate and resolve this concern.
For more information on the sigehistory site-related
documents and photos, and project personnel contact
information go tohttp://.web.ead.anl.gov/corps/

colonie or contact CEC at (518) 462-5527.

BASF — Besicorp
Recentlythe Rensselaer County Industrial Devel-
opment Authority (IDA) held a public hearing at
Rensselaer City Hall, to receive public comment on
Cheektowaga Citizens Coalition (CCC)Residents  Besicorp, Incs application for $1.14 billion in IDA

of CCC at the Charms and Challenge#/¥Y Toxic bonds to finance the construction of a large newspaper
BusTour oiganized by the Coalition of Impacted recycling facility and a 500 million watt natural gas
Neighborhoods (COIN), 10/02. Continued on page 21



Take Action: StomBlyad Burning

Backyard burning is a major uncontr  olled source of harmful pollution, including dioxin,
one of the most toxic chemicals known to humans.

Burn Barrels
are on the Increase

= State regulations already ban open burn-
ing in communities with more than
20,000 people. However, as landfill and
incinerator tipping fees increase, open
burning of farm plastics and household
waste in rural and agricultural areas has
become more commonplace.

vy

Burn Barrels
Create Harmful Chemicals

Burning household waste creates a toxic brew
of chemicals. The levels of dioxin, heavy met- @
als, volatile organic compounds, particulates, —

and carbon monoxide exceed safety thresh-

olds. Studies show air emissions from back-

yard burning irritate the eyes, nose, and

throat. Long-term health effects include dam-

age to the heart, lungs, and nervous system.

Dangers of Dioxin

Per pound of household trash, burn
barrels produce hundreds of times
more dioxin than an incinerator. Stud-
ies link dioxin to immune system dys-
function, developmental delays in chil-
dren, and increased risk of cancer.

/~ Top5Ravns
Not to Burn

5) It produces smoke and
particulates that can cause
respiratory problems

4) It creates toxic chemical
emissions that threaten
food safety

3) It produces soot and foul
odors that can disturb your
neighbors

2) It generates smoke and
emissions that can  harm
your child’s development

1) It produces toxic ash and
soil deposits that are  dan-

grous to your health : /

Contact Senator Bruno today!

bruno@senate.state.ny.us

[The New York State Legislature is currently considering legislation to amend the Environmental
Conservation Law in relation to open burning of solid waste. Open burning of solid waste would be
banned, with the exception of yard waste and natural fiber agricultural debris. The Assembly has
with near unanimity, passed this several times, but it has repeatedly stalled in the Senate.

Phone: (518) 4553191, Fax: (518) 455-2448, Email:

Let him know you want Senate Bill 3772 to come to vote.

5



Industrial Brms hreaten
Rural Life and Envanment

By Gar Catt, PogramAssociate and Jack Ossont, CEC Bbitember

The Industrialization of American livestock opera- controls all aspects of raising the animals, and the
tions has brought multiple threats and in some cases landowner is left with the risk, overhead, waste and
devastation in Nework and the other 43 states in any dead animals. The owner receives price premi-
which factory farms are allowed to operate. ums and preferential access to markets or credits. This

These industrial operations go by a lot of differentacts to squeeze out family farmers who must spend
names: Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations  more to raise livestock.In every state in which CAFOs
(CAFOs), Animal Feeding Operations, (AFOs) and operate, people have risen up to fight for tighter
Intensive Livestock Operations (ILOs) to name a few regulation and greater accountabilithese dbrts are
But there is no pretty way to describe what they are: punctuated by massive manure spills fouling creeks
Factory Farms. They are owned by a handful of and rivers and the anguish of neighbors made sick by
agribusinesses who, in pursuit of efficiency and profitthe pollution.
construct large automated barns where thousands of How dangerous are CAFOs and what can we
animals are held in tight confinement. expect if the proliferation continues in N&ork? The

In their crates, unable to move around and in somé&ierra Club took a look at the environmental history of
cases even lay down; the animals are fed non-stop ri¢actory farms and published the resulfgew the

mixtures of grain and antibiotics. The drugs are report athttp://www.sierraclub.ay/factoryfarms/
necessary to control infectious diseases, which wouldapsheets/states.asp
run rampant because of the crowded conditions. Activists working to discourage factory farms in

With thousands of cows, pigs or other livestock  NewYork have had little success because “right-to-
crammed so tightlyenormous quantities of manure are farm” laws, initially enacted to help protect family
generated. Thousands of gallons of manure are farms, are now being leveraged by corporations to
washed from the floors of CAFOS and mixed with a beat back a concerned population.
tremendous amount of water before being pumped from CEC plans to change that by working with con-
the barns and held in open-air lagoons or undergrourarned citizens affected by CAFOs and joining with
concrete cesspools. Open lakes of manure, approacbther environmental and farm organizations to require

ing the size of a football field, are not uncommon. the Sate of Newvork and its agencies to recognize
Neither are leakage, spillage or carelessness. and respect the wishes of local taxpayers.

With so much waste going into the lagoons and The frontline for this effort is in the Finger Lakes/
cesspools, CAFO operators must spray it on nearby Central NewyYork region where grassrootganiza-
fields several times a yeaometimes more often, tions are taking hold and enlightened local officials are

depending on the number of animals. The byproductschallenging Newrork’s laws. (Se&ocal Govern-
of this type of enterprise, dust, dirt, and noxious odoranents Sued Over CAF©Os page 17) The State of
are released across the countryside. Neighboring NewYork’s agument for not imposing stricter regula-
drinking water wells have been polluted and other ~ Continued on page 23
neighboring wells have been sucked
dry by the demands of the industrial
farms. Neighbors have been driven
from their homes by the putrid odor
for days at a time.
Industrial farms also involve
contract growing. Landowners
contract with a large corporation to
supply the animals. The corporation



Family vsFactoy Farming

By Thomas Christenfeld of Cooke Hollow Farm

There is no question that Eddie and Ramdo
grew up cultivating corn mechanicalhave their
fields sprayed. There is no question that the spray
smells bad (though it would be less of an issue if the
spray companies learned to resist the fun of spraying
on the windiest days). There is no question that
herbicides are not something you want to drink every
day (though I'm sure you could find a chemical com- the road they think of it as theirs because their grandfa-
pany spokesman who would suggest otherwise). But ther farmed it and their uncle farmed it and they farmed
does all of this equal Eddie and Randy being bad it and they can tell you about going out with their bird
farmers and am | (and this is a separate question), aslogs when they were kids and pheasants still roosted

an oganic farmerobliged to think so? up on the hill. 1 know what it is like to walk your
| know the answer to both questions ought to be ydields after a hailstorm.
and | know the reasons whiyjknow about declining Could Eddie and Randy do a better job farming?

songbird populations and mutant frogs and fish dying Yes. So could I. Could they learn to forego the spray
by the stream load. | know about erosion and groundtrucks and farm ganically?Theoreticallyyes, and
water contamination. | know about genetic engineer- after several expensive years of transition they might
ing. And | know because | have been to the confer get a much better price for their milk, unless other
ences, read the newsletters and met the activists, thatarmers like them switched too and flooded the market.
people like me (well, not exactly like me, but organic Should they farm ganically?Theoreticallyyes. But
farmers) are supposed to be the answer to all this. they won’'t and if you told them they had to they would
But | also know what it is like to try weeding a probably after taking all those years of hard labor and
mere eight acres with a crew of six and | know there low prices and bad weatheuit. They are proud and
are wild turkeys and bobcats in the woods up behind decent and they love their land and if you told them
the neighbds. | know what Eddie is like with his what they do harms the planet they would be baffled
grandchildren and | know Randy cried when they soldand | don’t know that | could blame them. | don’t like
the herd a few years ago (they bought it back). | knowheir herbicide, but | am in awe of what they do and
what they get for their milk and | know what stores getwhat they put up with and | pray like hell that against
for it. | know that Eddie and Randy can raise a calf, all reason they keep farming.
drive a combine, milk the herd twice a dly a
transmission, build a barn, visit with the neighbors, Editor's note: My family has pé&cipated for years
tend to an injured cawveld, mix feed, sell bales, fight in Community Suppted Agriculture, a pocess in
fires, recall the weather in 1965, install drain tile, cut which farmers a& paid in advance for the aps they
their own fire wood, and bowl a perfect game. | knowgrow, and the goup of paticipants shae both the
how many people want to get up in the dark to wrestlgisk and bounty with the farmer@wing their food.
obstreperous half-ton beasts into stanchions—every Fresh, oganic poduce is distributed weeklgnd it
day of the yearl knowAmericans expect cheap food is always with curiosity and anticipation that we look
and | know that the percentage of peoples’ food bud- inside our bag of goodies to see what the farmer has
gets spent on prepared goods goes up every year whileked for us this week. e/degan five years ago
the percentage spent on raw products, the stuff farmebpgecause we wertired of the uncéainty surounding
actually produce, goes down. | know that eating the souce and quality of our food, and we haven’
conventionally grown vegetables is better for you thadooked back sinceAbove is one ganic farmers
not eating anyeven oganic ones. | know | would story. If you would like a list of @anic and Natural
rather look at a farm than a subdivision. | know that farms in the Hudson/Mohawk Region, call CEC at
even though Randy and Eddie sold us the land acros$518) 462-5527.
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Board R oflle Fran Amendola

By Jaimie Radesi, WNY Office Manageo@hamAssociate

CEC is very fortunate to have Francis C.
Amendola on its Board of Directors. Fran has been an
attorney in Buffalo since 1992. He grew up in the
mid-Hudsorvalley, near Poughkeepsie, N&ark.

He became interested in environmental issues while in
college studying biology and philosopHyran real-

ized that the assumptions we make about reality in
order to account for the possibility of knowledge and destruction of virtually all of the remaining historic
science are deeply embedded in our culture and affec¢sources. Because the environmental impact state-
the way we relate to our planet. He believes that ment (EIS) was finalized before discovery of the intact
those assumptions need to be re-examined, not leastwélls of the Commercial Slip, it did not, therefore,

all because centuries of their unquestioned acceptansafficiently explore the possibility of restoring the

has led to catastrophic environmental degradation. original slip. Fran helped win a court order forcing

Fran got his start in environmental law with a ESDC to prepare a supplemental environmental impact
small plaintif’s toxic tort firm in Bufalo, where he statement (SEIS) that would evaluate the potential for
met and worked with CEC Board Member Joann restoration of the original Commercial Slip. Shortly
Hale. He also had the opportunity to work with thereafterGovernor Pataki announced that construc-
Atlantic States Legal Foundation, Inc. on various tion would be halted while the City of Buffalo and Erie
citizen suits under the Cle&vlaterAct and the Emer ~ County commissioned a study to explore the possibility
gency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act.  of creating a historic district with a restored and re-
Through Joann, Fran met and worked with a number e¥atered Commercial Slip as its centerpiece.
environmental activists Western Nework and Since Fran has become involved with CEC, he has
throughout the state, including Ann Rabe and Diane enjoyed working with its committed Board, Staff and
Heminway who started CEGWNY Office. In 1995, membership. He feels strongly that in order to create
Fran began his own general law practice in Buffalo, sustained change, you have to use reason and logic.
NewYork, but maintained his environmental contacts,Fran likes the fact that CEC has realistic expectations

Section of the Erie Canal near
Lockport, outside of Buffalo.

and a limited environmental law practice. for change. For instance, he is especially proud of
One of Frars recent cases was a lawsuit in CEC's involvement with th&merican People’
federal court to stop the development offBlaf's Dioxin Report and coincident public hearings. While

Canal District into a generic marina and commercial the Environmental Protectidxgency (ER) stalled on
space without proper evaluation of the historic re-  releasing their Dioxin Reassessment, a comprehensive
sources on the site. The case stirred up quite a bit ofeport on the toxic chemical dioxin, the Center for
attention a few years ago. The site in question was Health, Environment and Justice (CHEJ) organized an
Buffalo’s Inner Harbagrthe epicenter of the Cit/’ effort to release a “Peop&Report” on dioxin. CEC
prodigious growth after the completion of the Erie  assisted with that effort and Fran moderated the hear-
Canal in 1825. Fras'client claimed that the original ings in RochesterFran was impressed that CEC and
western terminus of the Erie Canal, known as Com- CHEJ took responsibility for relating the risks of
mercial Slip, and numerous other intact historic dioxin exposure to the public. He saw it as a sign of
resources, such as cobblestone streets, sidewalks, maturity that CEC was not content to merely complain
gutters, wharves and building foundations dating fromabout government inaction, or to use as an excuse for
the Canabk heyday existed a few feet below a parkingdoing nothing that it couldn’t do as good a job as the
lot. Empire $ate Development Corporati@’ EPA could do if the ER were to actually do its job.
(ESDC) plan to develop the Inner Harbor called for Hopefully CECS taking the initiative along with CHEJ
leaving the Commercial Slip buried, the construction sent the powerful message to thé\HEfat it risked
of a replica slip immediately adjacent to it, and the becoming irrelevantz
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Summer 8perfund Shenanigar-

By Kathleen Curs, Co-Executive Dactor

This, an election yeawvas the year Superfund and hearings. The following
brownfields were to be addressed at last. Butthe are some excerpts from
double-punch of Governor Patakiiigh post 9-1 CEC's critique of the
approval rating and green cover endorsements by ~ Guide, submitted to
conservative groups like the League of Conservation DEC Commissioner

Voters ensured the Goverf®impunity It's not that Erin Crotty

environmentalists didbwork efectively. Itisn't as if “Thank you for agreeing to extend the period for
the cause wererjust. It's not even that the need isn’ comment on the Propos¥dluntary Cleanup Program
great. Its aboutincumbency and entitlemdrite Guide, however a comment period is an extremely

Governor had no intention of irking businesses who poor substitute for the legislative process. This legally
play a role in raising the money to reelect him by flawed document should be permanently shelved and
increasing industry fees or maintaining a policy that cannot be ‘fixed’ through an amendment process.
requires polluters to implement complete cleanups at Therefore, we will not submit suggested modifications.
Superfund sites. Meanwhile, many other progressiveWe instead vehemently recommendAldeninistration
causes, like Rockefeller Drug Law reform, increasingresume negotiations with the State Legislature to create
the state minimum wage and the ban on smoking in  a statutorily authorized, comprehensive program that
restaurants fell by the wayside so the governor couldsafely and permanently addresaksontaminated
clinch the Conservative Party endorsement. Thomas sites.The Governdis program bill did not adequately
Golisano won the Independence Party endorsement iprotect Newyorkers from exposure to toxic contami-
part by painting Pataki as a Liberal, which caused hinmation.Your propose®/CP Guide does not produc-
to swing even further to the right. tively contribute to ending the years of debate and

In spite of studies which showed that people livinggridlock that resulted in a bankrupt Superfund. Instead,
near hazardous waste sites have higher incidence ofthis Guide is an underhanded attempt to circumvent the
birth defects, liver disease, and disorders of the democratic process and the will of one in four New
nervous and immune systems, no resolution is immi- Yorkers living within a mile of these sites.
nent. Although the Senate moved significantly closerto The Guide fails to set forth cledrealth-protective
theAssemblys position during the last week of ses- cleanup criteria, has no requirement for toxic source
sion, they quickly withdrew their initiative when the removal, and relies heavily on use restriction rather
Governor got wind of the proposal. The Governor  than thorough cleanup The Guide would 1) Cost the
instead produced yet another version of his billand Department more; 2) Render the Department unable to
this time attached a progressive waste tire bill in an assure eactolunteer they are treated equally; 3) Not

attempt to enlist the environmental commusistp- enable the Department to assure a reliable standard of
port. The Senate passed the proposal along party linfesw clean is clean. The Guide will favor “pave and
mere minutes after getting th&5tpage bill. Mean- wave” remediations that are not protective long-term.

while, just as it became increasingly clear that the  Land use, risk based cleanups 1) harm adjacent prop-
Governor had no intention of negotiating in good faith erty holders when pollution spreads; 2) severely limit
with the Senate and Assembly to reach accord, his the future use of the site; 3) are racist and classist, due
Department of Environmental Conservation to the high number of sites in economically depressed
transmogrified his bill into agency guidance, circum- communities and communities of calor

venting the Legislative Progress, and therefore the will The Guide is a disturbing step in the wrong direc-
of the people. The timing of its release sent the mes-tion and is even less protective than the Govesnor
sage: Pass my program bill, or I'll implement a policyprogram bill. Although Governor Pataki [is] unwilling
that leaves behind even more pollutibhisVoluntary  to refinance Superfund without weakening cleanup
Cleanup Program Guide was scheduled to gointo  policy, the Guide shows his willingness to make policy
effect summer 2002, without legislative or public Continued on page 22
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New Bok Revals Envionmental Impact of
World Trade @nter Tagedy

By Jennifer Barnes, Albany Office Manager

In my two years at CEC, I've learned some very
sad facts regarding the long-term consequences of
exposure to toxic pollution. | have learned that there
are cancer clusters, houses knowingly built on toxic

dusting, even walking
will send the contami-
nant back into circula-
tion. In this way

waste and that our state government often turns a deadisbestos levels can

ear to victims when it comes to holding polluters’

remain high for years in

accountable. Like you, | learn much of this informationbuildings that are not professionally abated.

from our very own newslette®o wherfallout was
donated to CEC, | was immediately interested in
learning the environmental side of the starke so
many others, | was profoundlyfedted by the tragedy
My sadness went out to the survivors, the families,
those who worked in the towers and of course, all
those involved in the rescue and recovasyl

watched the rescue effort it was obvious to me that
something was very wrong with that picture. Nearly n
one involved was protecting themselves from the dus
that dominated their aifheir eforts were so selfless,

so in the moment. It wasn’t about the individual, it was

about the hope of finding survivors.

Fallout is written for those of us without a degree
in environmental studies. Juan Gonzalez did an excel
lent job. I highly recommend reading this bodau
will be disturbed by the facts and possibly even quite
angry But dont just get angryget active.

FromFallout: The Envionmental Consequences of
the Wrld Trade CenteAttack by Juan Gonzalez.

Some of the toxins released into the air
Lead — 200,000 to 400,000 pounds
Hundreds of miles of soft PVC cable
Millions of pounds of plastics products
Asbestos — 800,000 to 2,000,000 pounds

Excerpt from the book, page 103:
“This brings us to the critical issue of how the
authorities handled the matter of indoor &&nkins

0]

The Department of Health issued recommendations for
cleaning homes and office space on September 17.
These included the following:

The best way toemove dust is to use a wet rag or
wet mop. Sweeping with aydbroom is not ecom-
mended because it can make dust airborne again.
Whee dust is thick, dectly wet the dust with water
and emove it in layers with wet rags and mops.tir
rags can be rinsed under running water (try not to

lieave the dust in the sink to dry). Used rags and mops

should be put in plastic bags while they atill wet
and bags should be sealed and diseat. Cloth rags
should be washed separatelgrr other laundy.

Wash heavily soiled or dusty clothing or linens twice.

Remove lint sIm washing machines and filters in the
dryers with each laundry load. Rags should not be
allowed to dy out befoe bagging and disposal or
washing....If your apament is vey dusty you should
wash or HER vacuum your cdains. If cutains need

to be taken down, take them down slowly &vent
making dust in the aiffo clean plants, rinse leaves
with water Pets may be washed withnning water
from a hose or faucet; their paws should be wiped to
avoid tracking dust inside the home.

These recommendations were in clear violation of
federal safety laws. The dust produced by the col-
lapsed building, as John Henshaw clearly accepted in
his January 2002 letterontained asbestos. Since that
dust had been emitted from materials containing more

makes the point that tests of outdoor air are irrelevantthan 1 percent asbestos, all of it had to be considered
to determining the concentration of asbestos in indoorhazardous, under the National Emission Standards for
air. Outdoor airafter all, is easily diluted by changes Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) regulations of the
in wind currents or by rainfall. Indoors, however Federal Clean Air Act, and could be removed only by
asbestos fibers have no place to go. They are simplycertified asbestos removal contractors. Those regula-
recirculated by air-conditioning and heating systems. tions require that a contractor file specific plans for
Any fibers in settled dust will eventually become abatement with the local agency that monitors asbestos
airborne as a result of human activity — sweeping or cleanup.”z
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Welcome CEC Mendber

The day you took a chance on makifigedce 4\ /

| —
By Rachel Switala, WNY Community @ath Diector / \

Your support and membership makes a bighceThank you. Since the Bfalo V
Community Outreach Program re-opened in May 2002 we have accomplished a great deal.

We have gotten over a thousand new members involved in the fight to stand up for what they believe in and to
clean up toxic waste in their communities. Thank you deeply to all who have renewed their membership. It
allows us continue in our powerful campaign efforts.

We have notified hundreds of people inTlogvn of Clarence of water contamination threats their community
is facing due to Classg InjectionWells. Over 2,500 residents on the outskirts of town drink ground water from
wells and springs. Parking lot runfcf injected into the ground wateausing possible contamination from toxic
metals and other chemical¥e were able to warn many residents of this serious threat to their health.

We are also educating people about the health risks of dioxin. kKdua#ardous waste incinerators are a major
source of dioxin in Nework Sate.We have gotten thousands of postcards signed to the CEO of the company
asking for an investigation into the 33 cases of brain and spinal cord cancer in children surrounding the plant,
along with requests for air monitor installation to warn people of chemical spills and explosions. Folks will ther
be able to keep themselves and their families safe because of a proper warning system.

We are also working for an end to KodaWaste incineration, which is emitting 544 million annual adult
doses of dioxin (a carcinogen) from the pl&v. have generated hundreds of letters to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) about Kodgktle 5Air Permit. Under the Cleahir Act, there are limits on
chemicals that can be released into ouiTaie DEC will soon be writing Kodag’Permit. Nowpeople in the
Rochester community have been notified of their right to voice their concerns about air and health during a loc:
public hearing on the permit. They are working to make sure these emissions are monitored and reported so tt
can have the right to clean air they deserve, and also lessen carcinogenic emissions. Thank you for supporting
campaign work with your membership, it is a vehicle full of accomplishments. It is inspiring for us when you len
not only your financial but also political support, while showing what truly good people you all are by working t
protect NewYork Sate. z

Success Stories

NYS Bans Asenic Teated Wod on Raygounds  are now discouraged from accepting donations of
Children should not be exposed to arsenic, a CCA-treated wood products from the pressure treated

wood industryThanks tAAssemblymember David

Koon and Senator James Alesi for sponsoring this

legislation.

known carcinogen, by playing on playgrounds.
Chromated Copper Arsenate (CCA) is used to treat
90% of pressure treated lumber commonly used to
build decks and playground equipment. CCA s o
highly toxic, rubs dfon childrens hands and leaches Green Bilding Tax Cedt Takes Effect

into soils. The State Legislature has passed andthe ~ On May 3, 2002 the State Environmental Manage-
Governor has signed a ban on future uses of CCA ~ ment Board approved regulations to implement New
treated wood in public or school playgrounds. Such York's Green Buildingax Credit program, the

treated wood on all existing playgrounds must be nation’s first program of its kind for the design and
sealed annua”yo prevent any further exposure to construction of environmentally friendly buﬂdmgs

this highly toxic chemical. This law is especially be eligible, buildings must meet certain “green”
important since ERis work- standards, such as increased energy efficiency and

ing to phase out many uses of ~ improved indoor air qualith summary of the legisla-
treated lumber by December  tion, regulations and additional information are avail-
31, 2003. As manufacturingis able atvww.dec.state.nys/website/ppu/grnbldg
phased out nationallgchools Continued on page 21
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2002 Groundwater Education

Preventing potion and potecting gpundwateopne student at a time

Amidst troubling reports on the state of ground, lake and river water in our nation, Citizens’ Environmental
Coalition educated local school children about water pollution during the 2001-2002 schoWe@ae inspi
ing a new generation of environmentally responsible young people with our engaging groundwater workshops.

Kids learn about their reliance on groundwater and the importance of protecting it during our groundwater
workshops. Last school yeapproximately 3100 Erie and Niagara County students in grades 5 through 12
participated in 155 workshops featuring hands-on activities and visual demonstrations with aGblatdpa-
ter Flow Model CEC instructors engaged students in discussions about what groundwater is, how we use it, a
how it can become polluted. As students learned about this precious natural resource, they talked about prote
groundwater and expressed concern about pollution, generating ideas about how to prevent it. Following the
classroom session, many students applied their freshly-acquired knowledge about groundwater and pollution t
CEC's annual groundwater poster and quiz contest.

CEC's groundwater workshops would not have been possible without generous assistance from the Niagar
County Environmental Fund and the Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo. At the close of another success
year of groundwater education, CEC is pleased to present the winners of the 2001-2002 Groundwater Poster
Quiz Contestz

QUIZ CONTEST WINNERS )

Niagara County (Grades 10-12)
1st Alissa Monti, De Salles

2" Sara Paduano, Norflonawanda

39 Bob Graff, De Salles
Niagara County (Grades 10-12)

1st Alixandra Krzemien, Royalton Hartla
2"4Heidi Chapman, Royalton Hartland

39AaronWagneyRoyalton Hartland

Erie County (Grades 10-12)
1stLashawna German, Hafo Traditional

2" Nicole FrazierBuffalo Traditional

3“¥Megan Laughlin, Biiélo Traditional
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Poster Contestiwhes

Nick Turvey 6" Grade
1st Place

Josh Donovarg" Grade
2nd Place

Taryn Kennedy6™" Grade
3rd Place
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Anthony Schojarg™" Grade
1st Place

Leah Rowitsch5" Grade
2nd Place

Crystal Cecala, 3rd Place
5" Grade



Home Environment

By Rachel SwitalaVNY Community Owach Diector

Recycling is important because it reduces our reliance on landfills and incinerators, protects our health, an
conserves our natural resources. There is a LOT we can do at home to make the world a better place. Both P
and Coke spend millions of dollars opposing deposit/refund systems. They would rather taxpayers pay billion:
clean up after them. Call or write and let them know you support deposit/refund policy
Pepsi Customer Service: (800) 433-2652 and Coca Cola: (800) 438-2653.

Last but not least, if they are not accepting your recyclables in your area, call the phone number on the bott
of the product and ask the company to switch to more easily recycled packaging.

What We Can Do:

Carpool, walk, or bicycle to work or the store.

Purchase unbleached recycled paper products.

Bring a bag from home and re-use it at the grocery store or shopping mall.

Choose products made close-to-home instead of ones shipped from far away

Avoid cleaners that contain chlorine, phosphates, and petroleum to reduce dioxin.

Citrus and vegetable-based soaps work well and biodegrade quickly

Reduce packaging by buying in bulk food aisles and try not to buy individually packaged items.

a Use curbside recycling. If you are unable to do so, there are drop off centers.
Call the recycling hotline: (800) CLEAN U@00) 253-2687.

a Empty toner cartridges can be mailed free to their maker via UPS or Mailbox?, etc.
For more info call: Canon: (800) 962-2708, Hewlett-Packard: (800) 527-3753, Apple: (800) 776-2333.

a The Kidney Foundation will accept donated old cars and arrange for pick up, and the money goes to
research illness. Call: (800) 382-9971.

a To learn the nearest collection site to take fill packaging call the “Peanut Pipeline” at (800) 828-2214.

a To recycle §rofoam call (800) 944-8448.

a Turn in your bottles and cans; we are one of the few states that actually pay you back.

Quick Facts on Rgcling:

X Every ton of paper made from recycled material saves about 17 trees.

Every year the US and Canada chop down 3 to 4 million Christmas trees,

enough to cover the State of Rhode Island with a forest.

Recycling paper uses 60% less energy than manufacturing it from scnﬁch.

Recycling a glass jar saves enough enerdighd a 100-watt bulb for 4 hours.

A one-gallon milk container that weighed 120 grams in 1960 now weighs just 65 grams.

Ever yearwe make enough plastic film to shrink-wrap th&&ofTexas.

Glass is 100% recyclable and can be used over and over with no loss in quality

American consumers and industry throw away enough aluminum to rebuild the entire US commercial air
fleet every 3 months.

The life span of an aluminum can is 6 weeks on average, by the time it is manufactured, filled, sold,
recycled, and remanufactured.

All Fifty US states dispose of their toxic waste in another state.

Americans throw away 570 diapers per second, or 49 million diapers per year

10% of the average grocery bill is for packag which is more than what goes to the farmers.

One third of all garbage discarded by Americans is from packaging.

An American discards an average of about if§@&am cups per year

Source: www.epa.govz

[enth ent i et B e i

x X X X X X X x

X X X X X
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Grasspds Update

Cheektowaga Citizens Coalition Inc. (CCC)
The NYS Department of Health (DOH) and CCC
have agreed upon a boundary for an additional health
study of the Bellevue area, which will be conducted b
DOH in cooperation with CCC. This new study is
necessary because the previous health study was tog

ber that brought out over 100 residents, many of whom
were complaining about sore throats, burning eyes, ash
in their backyards, etc. directly after the fire. Unfortu-
Iﬁately many people slept with their windows open

right through the fire and explosion. People live right
near the facilitywhich is also located very close to a

broad. Also in Cheektowaga, local enwronmentallstshigh school and a nursing home.

uncovered a tar-like substance buried underground
near an asphalt production facilibast month while .
conducting air-monitoring tests near the Buffalo Hickory WOOdS_HomeownerS

Crushed Stone quarry on Como Park Bivd, ccc ~ for @ Clean Environment N
noticed a 6-foot puddle of the substance seeping from  The City of Buffalo announced a $16.5 million

the ground next to the asphalt facili}EC oficials agreement with TV Steel to clean up their 218 acre

were called and are currently investigating. Superfund dump. $1 million of this money will be
going towards a fund for relocating residents, whose

Concerned Citizens of Clarence (CCC) homes were built on top of contaminated coke waste

containing polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon&KPs),

An explosion at the Safety Kleen/BDT hazardous .
which cause cancer

waste incinerator in Clarence occurred one recent
evening at 1pm and the resulting fire lasted until at ) ]
least 1:30 am. 150,000 pounds of hazardous materialRochesterians Against

were involved in the fire, 97,000 pounds of which waghe Misuse of Pesticides (RAMP)

lithium. Over 100 firefighters responded to this fire. RAMP has been working to address arsenic

Other deadly chemicals heated to as high as 2000 contaminated playgrounds. After testing playgrounds
degrees included hydrogen chlo- in Rochester made of pressure-treated wood (with
ride, hydrogen sulfide, and phos- chromated copper arsenate, CCA) they found very high
gene gas. The company wants to levels of arsenic. As a result, two schools tore down
rebuild the incineratorMean- their playgrounds and replaced them with safe ones.
while the owner is changing hands. Soon aftermembers of RAMPnet with their repre-
People in the community want the sentatives who introduced legislation to prohibit cca
incinerator closed. A public treated playgrounds from being built on public proper-
meeting was held in early Septem- ties. (see relate8uccesstéry, page 1)

— —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — —— — — — —— — —— — — — — —

‘c What those pesky numbers on the containerg meal

Different plastics are identified by codes, which have been developed by the Society of
Plastics Industries (SPI) and identify seven categories of plastic.

[
I I
I I
I I
| sPi EXAMPLE TYPE OF % OF |
: CODE PRODUCTS RESIN PLASTIC :
| #1 Soft drink bottles, medicine containers PETrolyethylene terephthalate 0.50% |
| #2 Milk and water bottles, detergent bottles, toys HDPE-High Density polyethylene 21% |
| #3 Pipe, meat wrap, cooking oil bottles PVC -Polyvinyl Chloride 6.50% |
rapping films, and grocery bags ow-density polyethylene 0
| #4 w ing fil d b LDPE{Low-densi lyethyl 27% |
yrup bottles, yogurt tubs, diapers -Polypr opylene 0
| #5 Syrup bottl bs, di PP-Pol | 16% I
{ #6 Coffee cups, “clamshells” PS-Polystyrene 16% }
NG Other V  arious 8.50%

— ———— —— — —— —— o —— . —— — —— —— — —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —



Residents Environmentally Chapter of the Sierra Club has stated that it is particu-

Acting for Change (REACh) larly unsuitable to receive toxic wastes.

Through REACTIs persistence, they have made . .
responsible companies clean up Brockport. In AugustSYracuse United Neighbors (SUN)
of 2002 crews from General Electric started to clean ~ SYyracuse community members are working to
over 3000 feet of storm sewer systems contaminated Prevent the siting of a sewage treatment plant in a
by PCBSs.Approximately 2200 tons of soil will be r_e5|dent|al communityAfter a tense week of n_egot!a-
removed from these residential areas, or approxi- ~ t1ONs between the Mayor and Coun_ty Executive Pirro,
mately 88 eighteen-wheeler loads of soil. 40,000 the County has (;leuded to engageina legal settlement
gallons of PCB contaminated water and sediment havat would override the eminent domain powers of the
been removed from the former General Electric/BlackCity as well as the Syracuse Common Council. The
& Decker plant (200 State Street). Also removed wer&/AACP is moving forward with its environmental

about 1500 to 2000 tons of soil. The three companies!@cism lawsuit. Saturdageptember 7th, forty-five
GE, 3M, and Black & Decker have signed an agree- members of SUN flooded MPirro’s doorstep to ask

ment to share the cleanup and restoration. General Why he chose to destroy their neighborhood when

Electric/ Black & Decker are responsible for the underground storage, a viable solution, is on the table.
access roads and some soil removals, while 3M
company will be responsible for more soil removals Westchester Health and .

and restoration of the nine residential properties.  Envionmental Allianoceamh zQ°
o (WHEAT s
Residents in Holley, NY There is a monumental effort to

Recently Diaz Chemical Company filed a have a popular public park known
“SLAPP” (Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Partici- as Shore Park, in the town of -
pation) suit against one citizen activist who has been Pelham, NYtested for environmental pollutanihe

speaking out against Diazollution. Residents history of the park warrants soil and groundwater
expect to hear back from theABoon about indoor studies. The park was used as a burial site for fly ash
air sampling. They are still concerned about the and bottom ash generated from the t@wnCineratar

environmental and health problems related to the prior to becoming a public park. In addition, the park
chemical spill last 1/02.The ERA has been paying for area was a shooting range and landfill for decades as
them to live out of their homes for the last few months.well. The local government has refused to test the
park, arguing that it is safe, since visual inspections
Residents for Responsible Goverr{RE®) conducted by state and local agencies have not de-
ChemicaWaste Management (CWM) hazardous tected environmental irregularities.
waste landfills expansion in Niagara County is being ~ WHEAT is currently circulating a petition, asking

hotly contested. In October 2001 the PoFtawn local, state and federal agencies to conduct necessary
Board approved a zoning change, allowing CWM to  studies. These agencies must be held accountable for
expand its territoryThis 3-2 vote came despite their inaction.

overwhelming opposition from the communifywo of To helpWHEAT's eforts, NewYork Sate resi-

the councilmen who voted “yes” announced they wouldents may sign their petition on-line by visiting the

not run for reelection. At the next election, Board Internet link athttp://wwwpetitiononline.com/

members who oppose the expansion were parl1027/petition.html

elected. RRG was organized following the election to 4 N

educate the public and find ways to oppose the expan- Join CEC’s Email List!

sion. A lawsuit was brought to overthrow the rezon-
ing, and RRG attorneys felt the town board violated
several provisions while making the zoning change. A
judge rejected their suit without giving reasons, and an
appeal has been filed. The CWM site is located near Send a blank email to:

a school and near the Great Lakes. The Atlantic \ .cecnews-subscribe@yahoogps.cony
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Local Governments Sued Over Concentrated gych restrictions.

Animal Feeding Opereations (CAFOSs) DeWick claimed Milo failed to establish a public
The fight to control factory farms is being waged inhealth threat and urged the Barrington board to aban-
the Finger Lakes Region of N&Xerk. Early clashes don its proposed CAFO law for the same reason. The
resulted in a moratorium on factory farm development Barrington CAFO Committee Chairperson, Henry
and recently severdhtes County town boards have Pfendt, who spent a year in monthly meetings devising
attempted to impose tighter regulations on CAFOs. the regulations, replied there are significant health
NewYork’s Department okgriculture and Mar threats posed by CAFOS and submitted an inch-thick
kets, the enforcement agency for the Rightto Farm  folder of studies and articles to be entered into the
laws, has used threats and intimidation to thwart any Public Record.
local action to control CAFOs. Milo Supervisor Norman Snow has said the town
In SeptembetheTown of Milo inYates County will not enforce the amendments to the zoning ordi-
was threatened with a lawsuit. The town board, at thenance until a decision is made regarding the Ag and
urging of citizens worried about health effects and Markets orderwhich was prompted by a complaint
potential pollution of nearby Keuka Lake, from NY Farm Bureau officials on behalf of local
amended its zoning ordinance to set farmer Leroy Hoovemwho operates a hog factory
stricter standards for manure spread The Milo CAFO committee re-
ing and proximity of such operations searched the environmental and health
to residences and water supplies. EIEIBL—"m" impacts of the operations before acting.
The town of Barrington, which R The committee included farmers,
is working on similar measures, town residents, and the town code
was threatened with a lawsuit on FERREET V4 enforcer
Sept. 18, during a public hearing, Matt Brower an agricultural
by the president of the county Fa resource specialist in the Depart-
Bureau, Fred DeWk. ment ofAgriculture’s Division ofAgricultural Protec-
DeWick noted that proof okg and Marketsintent ~ tion and Development Services, was also involved in
to bring legal action was spelled out in their order  the drafting of the new regulations.
filed against the nearby town of Milo by CommissionerThe department has requested notification of the steps
Nathan Rudgers. In his lett&udgers ordered Milo to taken by Milo officials to comply within 10 days of
comply with the laywwhich “prohibits local govern- receiving the order in the mail on Sept. 20. Snow told
ments from enacting or administering local laws that local reporters that the town will continue to back the
would unreasonably restrict farm operations located committee and the town boasdiecision.
within an agricultural district unless it can be shown There are twdates County pig CAFOs - one on
that the public health or safety is threatened.” In his  Second Milo Road in Milo, owned by Leroy Hoover;
order Rudgers said he does not believe the town has another is on Six Corners Road in Barrington, owned
demonstrated a public health or safety threat to warrahy Ira Hooverz

L » g

Happy Thanksgiving
[ ¢« = @
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Kodak

Kodak's ifle V Air Rrmit —

Working for Clean Air in Rochester

CEC has been engaged in an important fight for
clean air around Kodak by participating in the public
comment process for Kodakair pollution permit
mandated by the Cle@ar Act. We delivered over
300 comment letters to the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC), mobilized citizens and
environmental groups to attend two public hearings
and raised awareness in the media.

For years, Kodak Parkmany diferent operating
permits have given it a “license to pollute,” allowing
Kodak to be Newrork’s #1 manufacturing polluter
The mind-boggling number of air permits for Kodak
has made it extremely difficult for the public to figure
out whether Kodak was complying with the law
Now, the DEC has revised a draft of Kodakitle V
Air Permit. If written properlythe new permit can
impose tough conditions to ensure that Kodak is
monitoring, recording, and reporting its air emissions.
It could hold Kodak accountable to the public for any
violations of clean air laws.

UnfortunatelyKodak plans to include a new “op
flex” clause in the permit. This clause would allow

them to rr_1a_ke changes QutSId ,//T,,,,,,w 4
the permitting process, includi )’///} Z 8l
ing building new emission Py ’[/j/%:\
emissions in excess of the

sources and dramaticall ) - o l Z
y ////}}/ //// s
limits allowed in the perlllit.

increasing emissions, with )%
little agency or public over- <
sight. The Clean Air Act
allows off-permit changes as
long as they don't create

Through our work with the Kandid Coalition and
NYPIRG we hope that the DEC will revise the permit
to ensure a cleaner Kodak and a healthier environment
for residents of Nework and beyond.
Next Steps for the Kodak Campaign

We have many exciting events lined up in the
coming months including another statewide day of
action, grassroots citizen monitoring efforts, and more.
If you would like to get involved in the campaign,
please call our WNY office at (716) 885-6848 or
check out the campaigs’website at
www.kodakstoxiccolors.@r.

Points of InteFst

China Tirns Away Gaalge Conilaels

of "Electronic Products" from U

Bristling at being used as a dumy
for scrap electronics, China has mo
to send back more than 400 tons of
computers and office equipment that
said arrived from the United States and went un-
claimed for more than two weeks.

Customs dicers inWenzhou, in eastern China's

2002 , from the United States, Xinhua saids
When nobody claimed them, customs ﬂ

officers opened the containers and found -

scrap computer monitors, keyboards, copiers®

and color TV sets, Xinhua said. It said such items were

both harmful and, under Chinese J&anned from

entering the country

Source Associated Press, 9/02.

Zhejiang province, sent the 22 containers, each 40 fe&PA Cl@nup aound WC

long, away on a ship this week and said they want to
make sure the shipment was returned to where it cam
from, the official Xinhua News Agency reported.

"As the address and telephone number on the

Commences Amid Criticism

e More than a year after the collapse of\ald

Trade Centetthe federal government is launching a
controversial cleanup of indoor areas contaminated as

shipping bills are fake, we believe this is most likely aa result. The ERA's indoor cleanup program is widely

deliberate move to transfer electronic garbage," said
one oficer, quoted by Xinhualhe containers, dubbed
"electronic products,” arrived Wenzhou on Septl1]
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perceived as unacceptably incomplete. “By what logic
can they agree to clean up a residence but not a work-
place in the same mixed-use building? Do they think



the dust cloud and smoke that filled
lower Manhattan only contaminated
residences? They ought to clean up
all Trade Center contamination
wherever it exists,” said NYCOSH
ChairpersoWilliam F. Henning.
“The EFA cleanup plan... does not conform to the

The Presidens decision came as a surprise because it
was reported earlier that Bush signed a $29 billion
supplemental appropriation that included funds for the
program. The reports failed to mention that a portion
of the funds would not be spent without a presidential
declaration of an “emergency”. Bush said he declined

to declare the necessary emergency because the spend

requirements of federal law or federal guidelines anding was unnecessa@nd was instead opting to “en-

the ERA knows it,” said a spokesperson for Rep.
Jerrold Nadler (D — NY)T'he ERA's toll-free cleanup

hotline is 877-796-5471.

Dangeous Reycling Bisoning Indh dy@b

Indians are shying away froiorld @
v

Trade Center scrap steel shipped to t
country to be recycled.The potential dangers of the

force spending restraint.”

The United States3ic Mold

Safety andritection Act (‘fie Melina Bill")

The growth of “toxic mold” is becoming a problem
of monumental proportions. Exposure to mold growth
in residential, public and commercial buildings is
believed to have caused serious medical conditions

Trade Center scrap, which environmental groups saywhich include bleeding lungs, digestive problems, hair
contaminated, highlight a poisonous paradox confronttoss, nausea, loss of memamduced cognitive skills,

ing the worlds laigest recycler: recycling is not
always good.

Critics say India has become the developed
world’s dumping ground, rapidly poisoning itself and
its 1 billion-plus people with toxins from both the

and death. Property damage from mold growth has
destroyed millions of dollars in real estate and forced
homeowners to the cuitdle cannot eliminate mold.
However there are steps that can be taken to minimize
the dangers of indoor mold growth. Home ownership

waste and the pollution from the sometimes dangerouis part of theAmerican Dream, but for mantpxic
methods used to recycle it. “Environmental regulationsnold has transformed that dream into a nightmare. If

are really not there,” Says Suneel Pandeg-
searcher with the industry-fundéata Research
Energy Institute “There are no rules.” There is no
reliable data eithewhich makes measuring and
regulating almost impossible, say industry officials,
researchers, and environmentalists alike.

About 70,000 tons of scrap steel from Werld
Trade Center was shipped to India before it was
stopped by objections from environmentalists and

you are concerned about the hazards of mold contact
your congressional representative and ask them to
cosponsor and/or support the Unitedt8sToxic

Mold Safety and Protection Act.

This Act will mandate comprehensive research
into mold growth, create programs to educate the
public about the dangers of toxic mold, and provide
assistance to victims. In addition, the Act will generate
guidelines for preventing indoor mold growth, estab-

unions, says Greenpeace India. They says the scraplish standards for removing mold when it does grow
contaminated by asbestos, polychlorinated biphenylsprovide grants for mold removal in public buildings,

(PCBs), plastics, and the lead, mercand other
contaminants in the computers and fittings inside the
twin towers destroyed on Sepl [hst year
Source:Routers, 9/02.

President Bush Kills $90 Millio

for WIC Medtcal Monitoring

On August 13, President Bush
vetoed a $5.1 billion appropriation
that included $90 million to expand tracking and
medical care for people with lingering health effects
resulting from the attack on thidorld Trade Centeiin
a move that surprised occupational health activists.
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authorize tax credits for inspection and/or remediation
of mold hazards, and create a
national insurance program to
protect homeowners from cata-
strophic losseslaken as a whole
theToxic Mold Safety and Proteg
tion Act will attack indoor mold
growth with good science, publid
awareness, and tangible relief.
Source: Congressman John Conyersintroduced
6/02, H.R. 5040http://wwwhouse.gov/conyers/

mold.htm



Reurces and éblications

Looking for Envanmental Litatue to Shag wlChilder?
Here are just a few:

All the Places to Love My Father Doesn’t Know About i f
By Patricia MacLachlan the Woods and Me M

Eli's name is carved into the rafter of the barn. HisBy Dennis Haseley and lllustrated by Michael Hayes
mother carries him through the hayfields. His grand- A boy and his dad walk in the woods. When dad
mother shows him the river with flashing isn’t looking, the boy transforms himself into a series
trout. When sister Sylvie is born, he cay of woodland creatures. He races as a wolf, soars as a
her name in the rafter next to his. Eli will hawk, and swims as a trout, eluding his own fagher
always know and love these special pla fishing hook. Then he meets a majestic stag, which

turns out to be his own father! Dad and son share their
Justa Deam special, secret relationship with nature.
By Chris \n Allsburg

Walter cant be bothered to sort the trash, espe-  \WWbnderful Natug Wonderful %u
cially when theres a greaTV show on about tiny By Karin Ireland
airplanes & robots of the future. But whéfalter Using different living things and ecosystems as

sleeps, his dreams foretell a future of trash, traffic an%xammes’ Ireland deftly shows that positive human
smog. Next birthdgyValter plants a tree and dreams values can be learned from nature.

of a greener future.

A Must Read

Fallow: The Envionmental Consequences of tiElWade @nter Attack
By Juan Gonzalez

Within days of the Septembettattack in NYC, nation of Newvork after
Environmental Protection Administrator Christie September I". Their failure
Whitman, together with Rudy Giuliani, reassured Newmay have profound effects
Yorkers that air “contaminants are either not detectabfen the long-term health of
or are below th&gencys concern levels.” New Yorkers, and will
In fact, ER tests taken at the time showed high  likely diminish the glow of
concentrations of toxic materials in the air downtown, the ex-mayds reputation in
including asbestos, dioxins, and heavy metals. Con the years to come.
Edison and the Port Authority revealed -two months
after the attack- that nearly 200,000 gallons of diesel The Bug Stops Her
fuel and transformer oils, much of it contaminated with ~ Steve Tvedten is selflessly offering his latest book
PCBs, had escaped beneath Ground Zero. And mea-“The Bug ®ps Hee!” free to the public online at
surements of indoor aicarried out by private compa- www.thebestcontrol.conTvedten, national expert on

nies because the ERlecided to test only outside, alternatives to pesticides, has written several books
showed astronomically higher readings. about safer pest control.
Drawing on thousands of pages of test results He has been a strong voice in the campaign to

obtained by the Freedom of Information Act, as well ageplace toxic pesticides with safer alternatives. Sev-
numerous firsthand interviews, Juan Gonzalez docu- eral schools and municipalities have successfully
ments in frightening detail how government officials adopted his recommendations.
repeatedly misled the public about the toxic contami-
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DEC Issues Engimmentaluktice v, privatize their landfill to import trash. The county

Recommendations and Establishes® 3= execs efort to privatize the landfill has failed com-
Envionmentaluktice Hiine pletely It was unanimously defeated in two legislative
A DEC advisory group issued a report committees and never made it to the floor of the full

) ) : ... legislaturez
recommending DEC incorporate environmental justice 9

principles into its review and permitting processes.
The four business representatives on the 18 member
advisory group expressed a number of concerns.
Meanwhile, other advisory group members argued th
the recommendations did not go far enough. Copies o
the report are available @tvw.dec.state.nys/
website/ej/index.html

DEC established an environmental justice hotline
stafed by DECS Ofiice of Environmental Justic&.he

hotline |s_t(_:le5|gn((ejo_l to sterve mtl?orlty and :ow-l_ncome ears of opening. He and other speakers said the
communities, and s not meant Ior general EnvironMe; -1y \would also be a major source of air pollution.

tal information uqrelated to environmental justice. Th%\nother speaker felt the IDA should not be considering
toll-free number is (800) 229-0497. any application for IDA funding prior to the completion

_ of the DECS environmental revievscheduled for June
Successt8riescontinued from pagell of 2003.

New Law Requires Dental Mercury Recycling  sevyeral speakers argued that the Besicorp project
The Dental Amalgam bill passed the Assembly anghyst await the completion of the BASF cleanup, and no
Senate and was signed by the Governor on Septembgleanup plan has been released or approved by the
17th. This law requires that mercury from dentists’  DEC. A complete cleanup of the BASF site to its pre-
offices be recycled and all mercury amalgam used byindustrial condition, as required by lawould take at

B

BASF - Besicorpontinued from page 4
fired electricity generating station. The plant would be

located on the heavily contaminated BASF property in
ensselagon the Hudson River across fréibany.

Eleven people spoke, all in opposition to the
application. No IDA members were present. Eric
Daillie of the Rensselaer County Greens provided
evidence that the proposed newspaper recycling factory
would be unprofitable and likely close within a few

dental practices in Ne¥ork be encapsulate@hat least several years.
means, one less source of mercury released intothe  Sysan Beers of Rensselaer asked, “What good is
environment. the money if our children are dying?” She told the

group a local child has died of asthma. Another speaker
Broome County Defeats Landfill Privitization noted that a large number of local children suffer from
When Newyork City shut down its Freshkills asthma. Joe Kuhn, also of Rensselqaestioned, if
Landfill in Staten Island (much of the debris from the Besicorp is such a good idea, did other communities
11 trajedy was sent there) last spring and cancelled itarn it down? Another speaker charged that over a
recycling program last summércreated a serious billion dollars in IDA bonds for less than 300 jobs
need to export its 13,000 tons of garbage perl@&l  amounts to almost $4 million in IDA bonding per job.

Corporation, one of the firms handling NY&Gjarbage, Tom Ellis opposed bonding for the project, saying
approached upstate Broome County about control of the BASF cleanup must come first. The proposed
their landfill. Broome County Executive Jeffrey power plant is unnecessary and would contribute to the

Kraham supported the idea, and has tried unsuccessalready serious global warming problem. The newspa-

fully to get committees of the County Legislatureto  per recycling facility would be located in the midst of a
authorize a feasibility study of privatizing theresidential neighborhood and dangerously pollute the

landfill. air. The high volume of truck trA€ (conceivably one
Residents of Broome County  truck per minute entering or leaving the facility) would

w have been conserving landfill space pose a traffic and health hazard and most of the trucks

by conscientiously recycling for ~ would cross the dangerous Dunn Memorial Bridge.

years through one of the stron- Ellis also revealed that Besicorp has vowed to run a

gest recycling programs in thenon-union operation. He urged state energy planners to

countryThey took a dim meet the demand for electricity via greater efforts in

... = view of any effort to energy efficiency and conservatian.
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Superfund Shenaniganentinued from page 9 We also go beyond just showing
“reforms” without refinancing Superfund. The Gover- You “dots on a map.We've created
nor has stated his program bill is ‘comprehensive’ angections that give:

other proposed initiatives [were] not 'comprehensive’® background on each type of hazar
enough. Howevethe Guide is a ‘stand alorgocu- 3 suggestions for ways you can helg
ment that does not deal with contaminated sites, prevent pollution at home;
refinancing Superfund, or creating financial support fof - ©rganizing tips for taking action o
community involvement, planning, and redevelopment. ~ Pollution in’your community;

We advocate thadministration shelve théCP 3 links to glossaries of terms, to help you understand
Guide. Instead we urge the Governor to negotiate with €rms you might not have come across before; and
the Sate Senate amsssemblyand exercise the 3 success stories from communities across the state
process to which all NeWorkers are entitled.” who have fought and won battles to protect their

For a copy of the &untary Cleanup Pogram local environment.

Guide or a complete copy of CEQritique, call Check it out, and help us improve it. Email us your

CEC at 518-462-5527% thoughts on things you'd like to see, share success
stories, or give us the contact information for your

Seeing the Big Pictercontinued from page 1 local group, so people who visit the site can get

the State Pollution Discharge Elimination System involved.

(SPDES), Contaminated Fish Health Advisories, and  In the coming yeawe will include more types of
Priority Waterbodies — many of which are essentially hazards, includingoluntary Cleanup Sites (s&em-

Superfund sites in water instead of on land; and mer Superfund Shenanigaos page 9) and radioac-
3 Air Pollution releases, such as those compiled bytive waste sitesWe’ll be adding more information
theToxic Release InventorfpEC’s air pollution about each site and expanding the website as part of
permits, and incinerators. our Right to Know campaign. Stay tuned!
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Industrial Farmscontinued from pagé Staff Comings and Goings
tions on factory farms is that there are no serious health Welcome tdGary Catt, new Programssociate
concerns to be addressed. It should be noted — to thér our Sustainablagriculture andVater Quality
states discomfort — the evidence about healfaas campaign, targeting Concentrated Animal Feeding
from factory farms is pouring in. According to a 2001 Operations and use of sewage sludge I(s#estrial
Minnesota Department of Public Health report, when Farmson page 6). Gary will be staffing our new field
ambient air quality standards for livestock are ex-  office in Central Newrork. Also joining CECS team
ceeded, people who live near factory farms may are two graduate interngelly Bergstrand in our
experience eye, nose and throat irritation, headache,Albany office, andlason Bradyin our Buffalo office.
nausea, diarrhea, hoarseness, sore throat, cough, ch&slly is helping to implement our Right to Know
tightness, nasal congestion, heart palpitations, short- campaign, and Jason is assisting with our Groundwater
ness of breath, stress, drowsiness, and mood alter- Education project and Kodak campaielcome
ations. Livestock waste has been linked to miscar- also to our two volunteerbdelissa Bzdak,a Univer-
riages as well. A National Academy of Science reporsity of Buffalo student, an8tephanieVoight, a
released in August 2002 similarly states the health student at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.
issues surrounding CAFOs. ThisAugust, CEC wrapped up its Nexerk City
The state Department of Ag and Markets and its Health Car&Vithout Harm (HCWH) campaign and
commissiongmMathan Rudgers, may want to catch up bids farewell taColleen Keegan Project Coordina-
on their reading before demanding proof about healthtor. Colleen made significant progress in convincing
and other problems related to CAFOs. It seems that several Newrork City hospitals to phase out use of

the evidence is irz mercury and polyvinyl chloride (PVC) produc#e
are returning the Ne¥Work City component to National
Ly &% & HCWH, which oversees local campaigns in cities
across the countryGoodbye also to this sumneer
< interns Anna Czapala, Shawn Ellis, Justin Evans
andAmy Kacala. z
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Join Us! | yes | want to join CitizenBnvionmental @Gdition!

Citizens’ Environmental

Coalition, 10 member | Enclosed is a check, money order or: ( Visa g MasterCard
groups, and thousandd
of individuals work to | Card #: Exp. Date: ____

eliminate pollution in
New Yrk through our | Name On Card:
Community Assistancel

Program, Publication g $10 Student/Senior Membership
Clearinghouse. and | q $25 Individual Membership
statewide advocacy I g $36 Family Membership

campaigns. g $52 Sustaining Membership
_ _ g $100 Contributing Membership
543 Franklin St, Suite 2| Other
Buffalo, NewYork 14202] q
(Ph) 716-885-6848 |  Name:

(Fax) 716-885-6845 |
cecwny@buffnet.net | Address:

33 Central Avenue : Zip:
Albany, NY 12210 Bhone. £ ail

(Ph) 518-462-5527 I
(Fax) 518-465-8349 |
cectoxic@igc.org I ] ) _
Www.cectoxic.org | CEC is a tax-exempt organization.
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ALBANY , N.Y.
33 Central Avenue PERMIT #557

Albany, NY 12210
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Address Service Requested

INSIDE:

WIC Envionmental ImpaatValedu Factoy Farms vsFamily Rrmsu Superfund Shenanigans

Do you know wha t’s in YOUR comm unity?

Find out now on CEC’ s new website ...

wwweco THREAINY.org

Featuring ...
e Inter activ e Maps of NY’s TOP Environmental Hazar ds

e Information on eac h type of hazard
e Action Ste ps to elimina te pollution
e Organizing T ips for local g roups

ﬁ Check it out toda !

Many thanks to the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation for making this site possible Y




